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A CHURCH WEDDING – SOME GUIDELINES & PRACTICALITIES 
 
A lot of time and effort will be put in to planning your wedding day and making sure that it is 
a day to remember. However, very many couples spend less time on the church element even 
though it is the most important part of the day – everything leads up to the moment of the 
exchange of vows in the church, while the hotel is a celebration of what took place in the 
church. As you make your preparations for your wedding day, please be aware of the following. 
 
Paperwork 
There is certain paperwork to be completed for each of you and the parish priest where you 
normally reside is responsible for completing the marriage papers regardless of who will officiate 
at the ceremony or where it will take place. There are also certain documents which you need 
to provide him with, and which can take you some weeks to gather, so it is important that you 
begin this process as soon as possible as any delays in paperwork can have an impact on the day 
itself. At the same time keep in mind that some of the documents you will need to provide – 
such as an original Baptismal Certificate – cannot be more than six months old, so this will 
delay the completion of your papers but not the overall preparations. Until the first part of the 
paperwork is complete the church is provisionally booked for your wedding. 
The Church also requires that you complete a recognised Pre-Marriage Course and you should 
undertake this sooner rather than later. Accord is found in every diocese in Ireland and they 
provide the accredited courses for the Catholic Church, and they will provide you with a 
certificate on completion which needs to be included with the rest of the paperwork given to 
the priest. 
You also need to give notice to the State Registrar (if marrying in Ireland) of your intention to 
marry and they will then issue you a licence to marry, and they will also give permission to the 
priest you nominate to solemnise the wedding. 
If getting married abroad, be aware that the paperwork completed with your parish priest must 
be sent to the Diocesan Offices where you live for approval, before being sent to the Diocesan 
Office in the country in which you wish to marry before finally arriving at the church where 
you wish to be married. Therefore, the paperwork needs to be attended to very early on. If 
getting married abroad, you also need to apply to the Department of Foreign Affairs for a Nulla 
Osta.  
 
Which form of ceremony? 
The wedding ceremony can take two forms and you should discuss early on which form you 
wish to follow. Both forms are straightforward and the readings, prayers and vows are the same 
in both and both are equally valid. The key element is the Rite of Marriage, which is identical 
in both. 
• In Mass: The first form has the Rite of Marriage centred within Mass. Mass takes place as 

normal with the Rite of Marriage taking place between the Homily and the Offertory. 
Where regular, weekly attendance and reception of Holy Communion by you and those 
who will be attending is the norm, then this is something with which you will be quite 
familiar and comfortable. 

• Outside Mass: The second form has the Rite of Marriage taking place as a standalone 
ceremony but not including Mass. The ceremony takes place in the church with the very 
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same readings, etc., but here the Rite of Marriage becomes more obvious as there is no 
Offertory, no Eucharistic Prayer and no Holy Communion as there would be in Mass. 
Where regular attendance at Mass and Holy Communion is not the norm for you or the 
majority of those attending, then it is recommended that you give consideration to this 
ceremony as it would be more appropriate. 

 
Texts & Readings 
A wedding ceremony celebrated in the Catholic Church is very straightforward and allows a lot 
of choice in terms of the readings, prayers and vows used, but only the approved texts of the 
Catholic Church can be used in a wedding ceremony held in a church. It is also a celebration 
of the Church which means that the structure, texts and how the liturgy is celebrated are 
prescribed and clearly laid out. Any reading during the Liturgy of the Word must be taken from 
scripture (the Bible) and cannot be replaced by another text. It is important to be aware that 
many of the books available at wedding fares, etc., do contain nice sounding readings but they 
are not always in keeping with the original texts of sacred scripture or the vows given but have 
been changed to fit a theme rather than the original meaning (the Book of Ruth is a prime 
example of this wherein Ruth vows fidelity to her mother-in-law and not to her husband). 
It is important to remember that the Marriage liturgy is one of a sequence of events that make 
up the whole of the wedding day celebration. It is not necessary, therefore, that a favourite 
poem or song be included within the liturgy; it may be better placed within the wedding 
reception. 
 
Music, Cantors and/or Musicians 
The church is a sacred space in which you will seek God’s blessing on your wedding day and 
for your marriage. In keeping with the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, only hymns 
and sacred music are to be chosen for the wedding ceremony – secular songs are not appropriate 
but are better suited to the wedding reception. To avoid disappointment in this you should 
only consider hymns from the very start which should be expressive of the faith of the Church, 
with the words of the hymns being oriented to God. 
Consider, too, who you ask to sing or provide music. Those who are well used to and are regular 
cantors in church will give a very good sound and will be very conscious of the structure and 
acoustics of a church. Those who regularly sing in hotels and other music venues can come 
across too loud and their sound equipment too overpowering in many churches. 
Please inform your musicians/singers that they are to use the gallery in the church. This will 
give a much better sound than from the front of the church – which is why galleries were 
constructed – and it also means that they and their equipment won’t dominate your 
photographs or be a distraction during the liturgy. 
 
Booklets 
Some couples produce booklets for the ceremony while others do not. This is entirely up to 
you but be aware that it is really only the immediate family who take them as a keepsake, 
whereas the majority will be left behind in the church. At the same time, it can be good that 
those not used to being in church would have the key responses to the prayers in front of them 
so that they can participate more fully in the ceremony. 
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Church Decorations & Floral Arrangements 
The church is the place where the Blessed Sacrament – the Body of Christ – is permanently 
reserved in the tabernacle and so it is a sacred place deserving of utmost respect and should not 
be confused with a general-purpose function room. Having floral arrangements is good, 
appropriate and to be welcomed but it is important to keep in mind that the altar itself (not to 
be confused with the sanctuary) is not an appropriate place for large floral arrangements or 
decorations (GIRM 305). What takes place on the altar – the Lord’s Sacrifice – is the most 
important thing that can happen and, therefore, the altar should be kept clear and open as 
prescribed by the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM 306), and the Blessed 
Sacrament should not be hidden away behind flowers or other items. A small arrangement on 
the floor in front of the altar is good but in some places the priest may have to stand right in 
front of the altar for the exchanging of the wedding vows and this might mean that flowers 
would not be possible there. Likewise, a small floral display could be placed in front of the 
ambo but not on it. 
Some couples use the Three Candles (which are not obligatory and are purely optional) and 
these are to be placed on the small table or pedestal to the side of the altar within the sanctuary, 
but not on the altar itself (this also gives better photographs) and is not to block or diminish 
the Blessed Sacrament on the altar. The table will be in place beforehand, and couples supply 
their own candles and arrangement for this table. 
Be aware too of the width of the aisle that you will be walking up. If the aisle is narrow, as in 
many churches, then flowers on the end of the benches could snag on the bride’s dress. Large 
and spectacular floral arrangements may be possible in the hotel, but they are not possible or 
practical inside our churches. 
While the church will be available to you for the time of your wedding ceremony it is not 
available to you for the entire day as, for example, there may be a funeral that morning or a 
Mass later in the day. Florists, therefore, should only expect access to the church for an hour at 
most before the ceremony and they too should liaise with the church about what is permissible 
or possible. Some florists wish to have two or three hours to prepare their arrangements – this 
is not possible or practical. The church really needs little decoration, while the bigger displays 
can be in the hotel. The church was chosen for its beauty without large displays in place, so 
there really shouldn’t be a need to go to a large cost where floral arrangements are concerned. 

Please note, that it is not permissible to move anything (chairs, crucifixes, statues, etc.) in the 
sanctuary for the sake of a preferred floral arrangement, photographs, etc. – each item in the 
sanctuary is there for a purpose and is to remain in its place. Good florists and professional 
photographers will be well able to work around or work with whatever is there. 
 
Costs and Donations 
No couple would presume to book a hotel for their wedding reception and not have to pay for 
it, or book a photographer or florist and not have to pay for their services. Likewise with the 
church, the priest and sacristan. The following should receive a donation: 
1. The Church: The donation for the use of a church in the parish of Killea, Crooke & 

Faithlegg goes towards the maintenance and upkeep of that church, as it does in every 
church. The donation is €350 payable at the time of booking. 

2. The Priest: A priest’s salary is derived from the donations of those who use the church. In 
deciding what to give the priest you should take into account the time he will spend in the 
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church for your wedding, the time he spent meeting with you for paperwork and/or 
preparing the ceremony, the time for the rehearsal, the time he will spend in preparing his 
words and other parts of the ceremony, the travelling expenses he may incur if he has to 
travel for your wedding. Keep in mind that without the priest there is no wedding and so 
he is a crucial person on the day. We suggest a donation of about €250. 

 
Punctuality 
It may be the bride’s prerogative to be late, but after several months of preparation there really 
is no excuse for being more than a few minutes late. As said earlier, the church will be reserved 
for you for a few hours and not the entire day. Likewise, the priest will be available for the 
ceremony but may have other duties that day. A ceremony starting 10 or 15 minutes late is 
acceptable, but anything more than that is not acceptable – if there is a longer delay then the 
priest should be contacted immediately. The sacristan and others will need time to tidy up after 
you have left and there may be another ceremony to prepare for. Don’t assume that you can be 
late and that everything will be okay – you don’t want the priest to rush through the ceremony 
because he has duty elsewhere, or because there is another service coming up and the church 
needs to be cleared and prepared. Keep in mind also that your plan to be a few minutes late 
will be thrown off by the photographer who will want to take several photographs outside as 
the bride is about to enter the church, which will delay things more than you might think. 
 
Confetti, Refreshments 
We ask that confetti or petals not be thrown in the church or in the church grounds. 
We also ask that no vendors or refreshment stalls operate in church grounds. From experience, 
these use a loud generator which can be heard inside the church during the ceremony which is 
very much an unwanted distraction. Such stalls can be set up outside the church gate. 
 
The Wedding Day 
It is important to remember that two things will happen on the day of your wedding: the first 
is that you will formally get married, which is the most important thing that takes place that 
day. This takes place in the church building, in the House of God, and which the Church takes 
very seriously because it is a lifelong commitment and so certain things must be done properly 
for validity. It is also taking place in a sacred place wherein you will ask God’s blessing on your 
union and future life together and that place and blessing is deserving of respect which also 
reflects the importance and seriousness of the commitment being made. It is key that this part 
of the day be prepared very carefully and in plenty of time. 
The second thing to happen on the day will be the celebration of your wedding in the hotel. 
This will be celebrated with family and friends in any way you wish to mark the beginning of a 
new stage of life together and to celebrate the lifelong commitment made in the church earlier 
on. Any music or poems that you could not use in the liturgy can be used here and can add 
greatly to this celebration. 
 
 


