MUSIC FOR A CATHOLIC CHURCH WEDDING

There are many places where suggestions can be found for music for weddings. In the case of
a civil wedding ceremony all of the suggestions can be used. However, in a wedding taking
place in a Catholic Church, many pieces are out of place and inappropriate. For example, Lloyd
Webber’s Pie Jesu is a lovely piece of music and is sometimes heard at and suggested for
weddings even though it is a Requiem piece - it was written as funeral music. A hymn, like a
prayer, is intended to remind us of the presence of God, to seek God’s blessing, to give thanks
and praise to God, and is clearly and explicitly oriented towards God.

A Catholic wedding takes place in a church, in a space dedicated to the worship of God and
prayer to him. The purpose of coming to the church is to seek God’s blessing and support for
the couple being married and so all the prayers, readings and texts point to that. So too the
music, which continues that theme of seeking God’s blessing for the couple. Secular or non-
religious songs are not appropriate in that setting, in that particular part of the day’s
celebration. It is essential to think about that setting and to pay careful attention to the music
being used and to the wording of the hymns as some are appropriate at some religious settings
but not at a wedding.

Be aware also, that just because a hymn is found below doesn’t mean that it can be used
anywhere in the ceremony. For example, the hymn Take and Eat is used as people come to
receive Holy Communion but is out of place at the Offertory because of the meaning of the
words and actions at that moment.

It is also important to consider who will be singing or providing music for you. The majority
of churches have an organ which is appropriate to the size of the church and so there is no
need for extra amplification and large loudspeakers, or other instruments. Singing in a church
is also very different from singing in a pub or other such venue where the singer is often
competing with other voices and noises - there should be no competition in the church!
Having additional loudspeakers also has the common effect of rendering the singer(s) very
loud and shrill because of the acoustics in a church building — in the majority of settings a
truly good singer will need no additional amplification.

Where there is a gallery in a church, the singers/musicians are to set themselves up there.
This will give a much better sound than from the front of the church — which is why galleries
were constructed — and it also means that they and their equipment won’t dominate your
photographs or be a distraction during the liturgy.

Keep in mind too that hymns — like the responses to the prayers — are intended for
community involvement and the cantor is simply a leader in that singing - it is not a
performance or a gig. It is a good idea to have hymns which those attending are familiar with
and so can join in.

The following will give you a guide to what is appropriate.



THE ENTRANCE PROCESSION
The processional music covers the movement of the bride and her party to the sanctuary.

Hymns:

e All people that on earth do dwell e Christ be beside me

o Firmly I believe and truly e I bind unto myself today (St Patrick’s
o Besstill for the presence of the Lord Breastplate)

e Be thou my vision o Come praise the Lord, the Almighty
e Guide me, O thou great Redeemer o Love divine, all loves excelling

e Holy God, we praise thy name e O praise ye the Lord!

Instrumentals (no singing or words):

e Nella Fantasia — Morricone e Air on G String - Bach

o Gabriel's Oboe - Morricone e Canon in D - Pachelbel

e Bridal Chorus - Wagner e Spring, the Four Seasons - Vivaldi

e Wedding March - Mendelssohn o Carolan’s Concerto

LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES/LIGHTING OF THE UNITY CANDLE

The bride and groom may each light a candle to represent themselves and, later on, the single
candle to represent that they are married. This is a purely optional part of the ceremony and is
not necessary but may be omitted. This is also a very brief part of the ceremony taking no more
than 30 seconds and so having no music is fine. Where music is desired, a very short piece of
instrumental music is best.

e Gabriel’'s Oboe - Morricone o Winter, The Four Seasons - Vivaldi
e Canonin D - Pachelbel e Sheep May Safely Graze - Bach

e Air on G String - Bach e Morning Has Broken

e Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring — Bach e Greensleeves

e The Coolin (Traditional)

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Like the readings and Gospel, the Psalm is taken from the Bible only and there are 150 Psalms to
be found in the Book of Psalms and all are oriented to God. Some pieces are suggested by various
singers or books but they are not Psalms, such as the so-called Song of Ruth (whose true story
is one of Ruth vowing fidelity to her mother-in-law after her husband has died and is buried in a
foreign country) or the Corinthian Song (a very poor use of the Letters to the Corinthians). The
following are appropriate and are from sacred scripture:

Here [ am Lord - Isaiah 6; 1Samuel 3
Only in God - Psalm 61 (62)

Mo Grathu - Psalm 16 (17)

The Lord is My Shepherd - Psalm 22
(23)

‘Sé an Tiarna m’Aoire - Psalm 22 (23)
Like the deer that yearns — Psalm 41-42

(42-43)

On Eagle’s Wings - Psalm 9o (91);
Isaiah 40

May your love be upon us, O Lord -
Psalm 32 (33)

All the earth proclaim the Lord - Psalm
99 (100)

My soul is longing for your peace -
Psalm 130 (131)



e Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you o Like a Shepherd - Isaiah 40; Ezekiel 34;
- Psalm 16 (17) Matthew 1
e Benot afraid - Isaiah 43; Luke 6

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
This may be omitted. In Lent (the seven weeks before Easter), the Alleluia is not sung.

o Alleluia
e Seinn Alleluia (Irish)

OFFERTORY

During the Offertory of the Mass, the bread and wine — which will become the Body and Blood
of Jesus Christ — are brought to the altar and are prepared and offered to God by the priest. A
hymn or instrumental music is appropriate. The hymns are directed to God and not to Mary and
so hymns to Mary (Ave Maria, etc.) are out of place at this moment. An instrumental could be
played.

o Take, Lord Receive e In Bread We Bring You Lord
e Ag Criost an Siol  Gifts of bread and wine
e In Bread We Bring You Lord e Lord accept the gifts we offer

e Take Our Bread

HoLy HoLy
Can be said or sung. If said, the priest will begin it and the people respond.

MYSTERY OF FAITH - MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Can be said or sung. However, ‘He is Lord’ is not a memorial acclamation and is not to be used.

SIGN OF PEACE
At this point in the ceremony the Sign of Peace is offered and a piece of music may be used. It is
not very long — about a minute - and so a short instrumental is also possible.

e Peace, Perfect Peace
e Shalom, My Friend
e I Wish You Peace

Lamb of God
Can be said or sung. If said, the priest will begin it and the people respond.

HoLy COMMUNION
Holy Communion is the most intimate moment between ourselves and Jesus Christ as we
approach the sanctuary and receive the Body of Christ. Depending on the numbers coming

3



forward to receive Holy Communion, two hymns can be used here, or an instrumental, or a
mixture. A hymn to Mary could be used but it comes after a hymn to God.

Hymns to God:

Soul of my Saviour

Ave Verum Corpus (Mozart)
How Great Thou Art

Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Lord You Have My Heart

I am the Bread of Life

Amazing Grace

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
Eat this Bread, drink this Cup
One Bread, One Body

Sweet Sacrament Divine

The Cloud’s Veil - Liam Lawton
Shout to the Lord

You are Mine

Hymns to Mary:

Ave Maria (Caccini)
Ave Maria (Bach/Gounod)

Instrumentals (no singing or words):

Traumerei (Schumann)
Moonlight Sonata (Beethoven)

Piano Concerto 21 - “Elvira Madigan”

(Mozart)

o The Hiding Place - Liam Lawton
e Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
e Laudate Dominum (Mozart)

e Bind Us Together Lord

o Christ Be Beside Me

e Morning Has Broken

e Be Thou My Vision

e Only a Shadow

e The Cloud’s Veil

o Panis Angelicus (Franck)

e One Bread, One Cup

e Servant Song

e Christ be beside me

e I watch the sunrise

As I Kneel Before You

Flower Duet (Delibes)
Largo (Handel)

SIGNING OF THE CIVIL REGISTER/RECESSIONAL PROCESSION

Despite its name, no register is actually signed. The one-page document sent by the State
Registrar is signed and this takes a couple of minutes. While the religious ceremony may have
ended we are still in the church, the House of God, and so respect for the place and for the Lord’s
continuing and ever-abiding presence is still to be shown. Hymns can be sung here or
instrumentals may be used. The music to secular songs (but strictly without the words) may be
used but this needs to be discussed with the priest. A long instrumental works best.

Hymns:

e Celtic Blessing Holy God, we praise thy name

e Be Thou My Vision I bind unto myself today (St Patrick’s
e Thine be the glory Breastplate)

The Wedding Hymn - Liam O’Carroll,
CSSR

Firmly I believe and truly

Be still for the presence of the Lord

Be thou my vision

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer

Come praise the Lord, the Almighty
Love divine, all loves excelling

O praise ye the Lord!

[ watch the sunrise

Now thank we all our God



Instrumentals (no singing or words):

o Wedding March - Mendelssohn e Rejouissance - Handel
o Trumpet Voluntary - Handel e Brandenburg Concerto - Bach
o Ninth Symphony - Beethoven e Rondeau - Mouret

e Arrival of the Queen of Sheba - Handel
e Water Music - Handel

Te Deum - Charpentier

EASTER HYMNS

It is appropriate that Easter Hymns be used at a ceremony taking place during the seven weeks
after Easter Day (but not in the seven weeks before). They could be used at Holy Communion or
at the end of the ceremony.

e All creatures of our God and King e This joyful Eastertide
o Easter glory fills the sky e And any of those already listed above
o Jesus Christ is ris'n today

CHRISTMAS CAROLS

It is appropriate that Christmas Carols be used at a ceremony taking place during the two weeks
after Christmas Day (but not in the time before). They could be used at Holy Communion or at
the end of the ceremony.

o Silent Night o Hark the Herald Angels Sing

e Angels We Have Heard on High e It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

e Oh, Holy Night e The Little Drummer Boy

e Away in a Manger e Mary’s Boychild (Long Time Ago in
e The First Noel Bethlehem)

e God Rest ye Merry Gentlemen e Oh Come All Ye Faithful

e Once in Royal David’s City e Joy to the World



